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RAILWAY (FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK) BILL 2015 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Liz Behjat) in the chair; 
Hon Jim Chown (Parliamentary Secretary) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 1: Short title — 
Committee was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 

The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Liz Behjat): Parliamentary secretary, do you have an answer to 
Hon Stephen Dawson’s previous question? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Yes, I do. In answer to the question relating to the benefit derived from this project for 
Aboriginal companies, it is anticipated that Aboriginal employment will be two per cent of the total man-hours 
on the construction. At least $15 million worth of work has to be let to Aboriginal companies; $40 million worth 
of work has been asked for in the tender process. At its peak, there will be 800 employees and an anticipated 
2 000 people involved over the total life of the project. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: Does the parliamentary secretary know what the impact on revenue to the airport will 
be? I discussed the fact that car parking at the airport is a major revenue source for the airport and wonder whether 
the parliamentary secretary knows what impact building rail will have on the airport’s car parking revenue. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: I have no idea of the answer to the question being asked. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: In the cost–benefit ratio, when the government was looking at the impact of building 
the rail line, did it look at the impact on airport services or is that something that the commonwealth looks at? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: No. That is a commercial issue with the leaseholders of the airport. It is not under 
consideration for this piece of public transport infrastructure. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: I have just one more question for the parliamentary secretary. Page 2 of the second 
reading speech discusses the process and the time line for the evaluation of expressions of interest and the 
request for the proposal. Clearly, this is out of date because it states — 

… a request for proposal will be issued to the short-listed respondents in June this year. 

It is already October of this year. Can the parliamentary secretary give us the updated time line? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: It was issued in June. Responses are anticipated to be received by 6 November. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I refer to the map that was provided as part of this bill and the location of the stations. 
Can the parliamentary secretary explain why the stations are not located at the locations announced prior to the 
2013 election? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Could the member indicate which map he is referring to, because the map in front of me 
does not indicate the location of the stations? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Can the parliamentary secretary tell us whether the stations for the domestic and 
international terminals are going to be at the same locations as were announced prior to the 2013 state election? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: No, the locations changed when the underground option was adopted. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: The international terminal station was always going to be underground, was it not? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: The ultimate location of the airport station was not identified in the earlier work, and its 
location has now been specifically identified. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Is it correct that the promise that there would be a station at the front door of the 
domestic and international terminals was made without any work having been done to finalise the location of the 
stations? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: It was a general reference to proximity. I did not know — 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

The DEPUTY CHAIR: Order! 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Is the member going to let me answer or not? 

Hon Ken Travers: If you tell the truth. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Of course. 
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It was a general reference to a location. It was not specific about the station’s exact location in regard to 
distances including metres. I think we need to understand that the airport is undergoing significant infrastructure 
development with the relocation of the domestic terminal to the international terminal. Around $1 billion is being 
spent on that and we will facilitate the location of the airport station to complement the airport, which will be 
built as we go forward. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: All those things were known prior to the 2013 election. The location of the domestic and 
international terminals and where they might be in the future is not new. Nothing has been announced since the 
election that has changed any of those matters—that was all known before the election—so why is the 
government not complying with the promise that it made to have a station at the front door of the domestic 
terminal and a station at the front door of the international terminal? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: In 2013, certainly the airport lessees had a concept of what they required because they were 
building the new domestic terminal at the time. I am not sure whether it was open at the time. The intention of 
this airport station is to facilitate and service the new development and the airport in general as close as possible 
to the requirements of the airport and the patrons who will use the line. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: The government made a lot of representations to the people before the last election 
about the location of the station, but it is now building those stations closer to the Metronet locations than where 
it promised they would be. Does the parliamentary secretary accept that Metronet got it right and his mob got it 
wrong prior to the election, because the government is building stations closer to the proposed Metronet stations? 
In fact, the international terminal station—which is at the consolidated terminal, not the international terminal—
is at the precise location that the Metronet plan proposed. Does the parliamentary secretary accept that his 
government got it wrong with its promises to the people and the Metronet plan was correct? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: The Metronet airport station as advertised during the 2013 election was further down 
Horrie Miller Drive — 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Is the member going to let me answer his question? In regard to this infrastructure build it 
is anticipated that the airport station will service all the terminals in a proximity as close as possible to those 
terminals. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 2 to 8 put and passed. 

Schedule 1 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 

Report 
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Jim Chown (Parliamentary Secretary), and passed. 
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